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A new wave of technology will splash into Lee County law enforcement in 2002.  

In less than a year, all arresting agencies will use the same forms when detailing 
an arrest and copies can be eliminated, said Maj. Mark Levens of the Lee County 
Sheriff's Office.  

This means that someone arrested by the Florida Gulf Coast University police 
would have the same type of form as someone arrested by the Sheriff's Office. 
Currently, this is not the case and can cause confusion, Levens said. Each 
agency prepares its own booking sheet to fit 
the particular statistics it needs.  

The company VisionTEK Inc. created a 
design that allows fluency within the justice 
system and each department can still have 
the information needed.  

"Everybody's on the same sheet of music for 
the arrests," Levens said. "It's bound to 
improve the system."  

Specific improvement, Levens said, may 
include an ease in training new clerks at the 
jail and having important information easily 
available because no one is looking 
differently at each sheet.  
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"It will eliminate a lot of 
redundancy and the need 
to have data touched 
several different times. I 
think the way Lee County 
is approaching this is a 
new integration concept 
for criminal justice 
systems." 
 
— Carroll Allison, Vice President Sales     
and Marketing. 
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The company already provides the Sheriff's Office with technological tools for the 
patrol cars and has been for about two years, said Carroll Allison, vice president 
of sales and marketing.  

VisionTEK, based in Superior, Colo., developed the plan about a year ago in 
response to a request from local agencies.  

"I think it's unique in Lee County from the officers' standpoint because it will be 
Web based," Allison said. "It will be easy for the users."  

The company plans to train certain people in the criminal justice system who can 
then train more people who will be using the software. According to the company 
Web site, creators spent hours on ride-a-longs with officers and deputies to 
understand what law enforcement agencies needed. For the company, it is a 
novel approach for all the different agencies to agree to work in concert.  

"It will eliminate a lot of redundancy and the need to have data touched several 
different times," Allison said. "I think the way Lee County is approaching this is a 
new integration concept for criminal justice systems."  
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